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Communiqué from the Association of Muslim Scholars in Iraq
September 15, 2005

“In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful:”

“The Association of Muslim Scholars in Iraq: Statement
No. 157 -- in regard to the latest statements from Abu
Musab al-Zarqgawi.”

“All praise be to almighty Allah and prayers to his prophet
Mohammed, family, and supporters... Several channels
(satellite channels) have broadcast an audio recording that
was attributed to Abu Musab al-Zargawi in which he
declares a comprehensive war against the Shiites in Iraq
in response to the killings of Sunnis in Tel Afar. During
his speech, he ordered them to abandon the government
to save themselves from punishment. He also issued a
similar threat to Sunnis who wish participate in the
elections.”

“Based upon the legal responsibilities of the Association
and its historical role, especially during such difficult
times, it has decided to clarify the following:”
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“1.) The Iraqgi Shiites are not responsible for the sins of the
transitional government which is dominated by an obvious
policy of religious discrimination with the blessings of
America. They are also not responsible for what the s J

government forces have done in Tel Afar and other cities, nor aII the terrorist and criminal acts
perpetrated against civilians. There is no religious basis allowing you to take your revenge on the
innocent while ignoring the true criminals, nor are there rules stating that the innocent should bear the
consequences for the acts of criminals... it is impossible for someone who claims to rely on the laws
of Allah to make his decisions based on emotions and personal grudges. Such a dangerous statement
[as Zargawi’'s] only serves the most deadly wishes of our enemies—the desire to tear apart our country
and to initiate a battle amongst the faithful. By doing so, the transitional government will achieve its
goal of winning public sympathy after it was unsuccessful in its policy of terrorism.”
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“2.) Anyone who wants Sunni Iragis to participate in the political process whether by voting or being a
candidate, then it is of his own concern. The correct way to deal with them is through dialogue and
understanding their perspective without being misled by the way things may appear and without
threatening them because it displays no wisdom or sound judgment aimed at achieving progress for
Iraq, the jihad, and the mujahideen. The best course of action for those who came to help eliminate the
foreign occupation in our land is advocacy, not killing and annihilating the perspectives of others.”

“3.) We ask our brothers from all the various sects in Iraq to condemn the actions initiated by this
government aimed at eliminating opposition to the occupation so that we will stand united against
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anyone who seeks to silence others—and by doing so, our words will become a uniting force among
the various sects.”

“Finally, we would like to remind Abu Musab al-Zarqawi that religion can be used to advocate and we
ask him to retract all the threats he has made because they damage the image of the jihad and take
away from the success of the jihadi resistance project in Iraq, and it increases the bloodshed suffered
by innocent Iraqgis...”

Al-Qaida’s Jihad in Europe: the Afghan-Bosnian Network

"For Bin Laden's involvement in the Bosnian conflicts, see Evan F. Kohlmann, Al-
Qaida's Jihad in Europe." - U.S. 9/11 Commission Final Report (July 2004)
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