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Al-Jaysh al-Islami fi Iraq (“The Islamic Army in Iraq”)
on the Upcoming Iragi Democratic Elections

“Our view of the elections:”
“All praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds, the Noble and the Powerful...”

“O’ courageous mujahideen, O’ proud and fervent Iraqi people, O’ sons of the nation of Mohammed! With
your blood, you have written the most wonderful stories of courage and you have inscribed on the heart of the
nation inspirational images of jihad under the darkest of circumstances.”

“O’ heroes! You have purged the nation of its shame with your pure blood. You have pushed your nation to
walk in the righteous path. Your will is firm and you persist in increasing the goodness and seeking glory.
You have shaken loose your nation from its place among those who shun the battlefield, the mumbling and
stammering of the hypocrites, and the wickedness of those who refuse to fight. So, you have returned the
glory to Islam, increased its strength, and returned reverence to the heroic religion—which had become a
shadow of itself. Praise be to Allah who is All-Seeing and All-Powerful for his triumph.”

“O’ Mujahideen! Know that fighting is not considered jihad unless undertaken in the cause of the religion, as
said by the Prophet (PBUH): ‘He who Kkills for the existence of the word of Allah, He is the Highest for he is in
the path of Allah.” Also, jihad must be the best way to serve that cause, as the praised one [Allah] has said:
‘And Kkill them until there is no more dissent and the religion of Allah is supreme’... When the infidel
Americans and their allies became weak and the burden [of Iraq] became unbearable, they decided to rescue
their remaining dignity by using so-called democracy in order to rule over us using our own people. It is well-
known that the meaning of democracy is ‘rule of the people’, but their own decisions are not true to this infidel
concept. Moreover, they impose whatever they like in the name of democracy, this democracy that gives
cover to occupation and tyranny.”

“We are concerned that Muslims will be fooled by their pagan magic tricks and misleading propaganda and,
therefore, the scholars of our nation must reveal the truth. In this statement, we reveal some evidence of why
democracy should be prohibited and why it is stands in opposition to the religion of Allah:”

“1.) Ruling is for Allah alone—not for the people—and the people should merely obey Allah’s commands and
his Islamic law...”

“2.) Allah created human beings to worship him... and this was one of the prerequisites of his laws to become
an Imam [leader]. However, general elections eliminate these prerequisites. Islam is a total way of life, both in
this life and the hereafter. In order to choose the Imam, there are several conditions that are clearly specified
in the Quran and the Sunnah: upholding liberty and justice, being courageous, and so forth. This is the
manner in which elections of the Imam and the Shura Council are prescribed in the Quran, the Sunnah, and
from the guides of the Islamic nation. There is no need for additional laws, evil thoughts, or absurd fantasies
in order to further clarify this issue.”

“3.) The religion of Allah is complete, as are his Islamic laws comprehensive and complete. Therefore, casting
ballots over his already known and established laws is considered to be among the worst of the forbidden
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acts. That which is lawful has been permitted by Allah and his messenger; that which is forbidden has been
banned by Allah and his messenger. Allowing the forbidden or forbidding the permissible conflicts with the
Islamic laws of almighty Allah, and it is considered to be the greatest form of disbelief...”

“4.) Eliminating the legitimate prerequisites that must be met by the Imam or the Shura Council members and
eliminating the legitimate method by which the Imam is to be chosen—and instead replacing him
democratically—is forbidden and tantamount to replacing the laws of Allah.”

“5.) The role of Imam is to implement the laws of Allah, justice, and absolute authority in a friendly and
appropriate matter on his people. The opposite act would be acceding to what the Jews and the Christians
want and trying to resemble them...”

“6.) The basic concept in democracy is ‘rule of the majority’, yet Allah in his power and majesty has
demonstrated to us before that the majority of people have strayed from the path [of the religion]... so how are
we supposed to let that majority lead us when most people are ignorant?”

“7.) Many people associate the concept of legitimacy with the idea of general elections, meaning that
legitimacy is created by the people and not the laws of Allah. This is the greatest form of idolatry, the idolatry
of democracy.”

“8.) Democracy looks upon everyone as equals: the Muslim and the non-Muslim, males and females, the
righteous and the evil, the educated and the ignorant. However, the laws of Allah do not look equally at all
these groups...”

“9.) An additional feature of the elections is a minimum age for voters, who must be at least 18. Allah did not
grant the authority to make such rules, so what difference does it make if someone is 16, 17, or 18 years of
age? Itis known that this age does not guarantee maturity... and it offers no way to assess one’s piety. This
is not any legitimate regulation, but one that was established by the Western infidels.”

“10.) Anyone who replaces the laws of Allah with Western laws becomes an infidel. So, even if someone
prays, fasts, goes on Hajj, gives charity, and would otherwise be destined to [Paradise], he will instead be
delivered into the Hellfire. Moreover, anyone who establishes a constitution based on garbage from infidel
ideologies becomes even more of an infidel.”

“11.) The religion of democracy is a belief system used by the enemies of Allah—the Christians and the
Jews—in order to trick and deceive the people...”

“12.) No one should be fooled by the infidel religion of democracy and by the concept of freedom that has
already been described and ruled upon by Allah to his worshippers...”

“The infidels know that they cannot continue occupying Muslim nations for the long term without devastating
losses. However, they can continue in their occupation—ideologically, socially, political, and even militarily—
the only difference being the uniforms used by their slaves and followers among the ruling apostates. This is
exactly what America and her allies want... Let everyone be aware—especially the mujahideen—that the
establishment of the religion of democracy in Iraq will be a stab in the backs of the mujahideen and a victory
for the crusaders—even if America leaves [Iraq] along with her murderous slaves and agents... Therefore, we
ask every fervent Muslim to fight these elections using every means and motive. Allahu Akhbar, and the
honor goes to Allah.”
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“The Islamic Army in Iraq”
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Al-Qaida’s Jihad in Europe: the Afghan-Bosnian Network

"For Bin Laden's involvement in the Bosnian conflicts, see Evan F. Kohlmann, Al-
Qaida's Jihad in Europe." - U.S. 9/11 Commission Final Report (July 2004)
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